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the case granting approval of the rep-
resentation. The individual must file a 
written application with the Adminis-
trative Law Judge demonstrating that 
the individual possesses the knowledge 
of administrative procedures, technical 
expertise, or other qualifications nec-
essary to render valuable service in the 
proceedings and is otherwise com-
petent to advise and assist in the pres-
entation of matters in the proceedings. 

(i) Application. A written application 
by an individual who is neither an at-
torney nor a law student for admission 
to represent a party in proceedings 
shall be submitted to the Administra-
tive Law Judge within ten (10) days 
from the receipt of the Notice of Hear-
ing and complaint by the party on 
whose behalf the individual wishes to 
file the application. This period of time 
for filing the application may be ex-
tended upon approval of the Adminis-
trative Law Judge. The application 
shall set forth in detail the requesting 
individual’s qualifications to represent 
the party. 

(ii) Inquiry on qualifications or ability. 
The Administrative Law Judge may, at 
any time, inquire as to the qualifica-
tions or ability of any non-attorney to 
render assistance in proceedings before 
the Administrative Law Judge. 

(iii) Denial of authority to appear. Ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (c)(3)(iv) 
of this section, the Administrative Law 
Judge may enter an order denying the 
privilege of appearing to any individual 
who the Judge finds does not possess 
the requisite qualifications to rep-
resent others; is lacking in character 
or integrity; has engaged in unethical 
or improper professional conduct; or 
has engaged in an act involving moral 
turpitude. 

(iv) Exception. Any individual may 
represent him or herself or any cor-
poration, partnership or unincor-
porated association of which that indi-
vidual is a partner or general officer in 
proceedings before the Administrative 
Law Judge without prior approval of 
the Administrative Law Judge and 
without filing the written application 
required by this paragraph. Such indi-
viduals must, however, file a notice of 
appearance in the manner set forth in 
paragraph (e) of this section. 

(d) Representation for the Department 
of Justice. The Department of Justice 
may be represented by the appropriate 
counsel in these proceedings. 

(e) Proof of authority. Any individual 
acting in a representative capacity in 
any adjudicative proceeding may be re-
quired by the Administrative Law 
Judge to show his or her authority to 
act in such capacity. Representation of 
a respondent shall be at no expense to 
the Government. 

(f) Notice of appearance. Except for a 
government attorney filing a com-
plaint pursuant to section 274A, 274B, 
or 274C of the INA, each attorney shall 
file a notice of appearance. Such notice 
shall indicate the name of the case or 
controversy, the case number if as-
signed, and the party on whose behalf 
the appearance is made. The notice of 
appearance shall be signed by the at-
torney, and shall be accompanied by a 
certification indicating that such no-
tice was served on all parties of record. 
A request for a hearing signed by an at-
torney and filed with the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service pursuant to 
section 274A(e)(3)(A) or 274C(d)(2)(A) of 
the INA, and containing the same in-
formation as required by this section, 
shall be considered a notice of appear-
ance on behalf of the respondent for 
whom the request was made. 

(g) Withdrawal or substitution of a rep-
resentative. Withdrawal or substitution 
of an attorney or representative may 
be permitted by the Administrative 
Law Judge upon written motion. The 
Administrative Law Judge shall enter 
an order granting or denying such mo-
tion for withdrawal or substitution. 

[Order No. 2203–99, 64 FR 7077, Feb. 12, 1999, as 
amended by Order No. 2255–99, 64 FR 49660, 
Sept. 14, 1999] 

§ 68.34 Legal assistance. 
The Office of the Chief Administra-

tive Hearing Officer does not have au-
thority to appoint counsel. 

[54 FR 48596, Nov. 24, 1989. Redesignated by 
Order No. 1534–91, 56 FR 50053, Oct. 3, 1991] 

§ 68.35 Standards of conduct. 
(a) All persons appearing in pro-

ceedings before an Administrative Law 
Judge are expected to act with integ-
rity, and in an ethical manner. 
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